Introduced by Council Member Love & Co-sponsored by Council
Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2015-547
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JACKSONVILLE SHERIFF’S OFFICE SENIOR OFFICER THOMAS C. EDWARDS FOR 27 YEARS OF EXEMPLARY SERVICE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Senior Officer Thomas C. Edwards retires from the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office after 27 years of exemplary, widely recognized, dedicated service; and

WHEREAS,
a native of Jacksonville, Officer Edwards was raised on the City’s Southside and was a 1983 graduate of Sandalwood High School; and

WHEREAS,
upon high school graduation, Officer Edwards entered the United States Army and embarked on a distinguished, decorated tour of duty in service for his country; and
WHEREAS,
serving as a Military Police Canine Handler at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, Officer Edwards and his K-9 partner, “Pins,” participated in numerous dog competitions, placing in the top three K-9 teams in the United States Canine Association Dog Trials Region 11 (Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri); he and his K-9 partner subsequently participated in the 1985 United States Canine Association  National Dog Trials held in Detroit, Michigan where they finished in the top one third of K-9 teams in the nation; at age 20, Officer Thomas was recognized as the youngest K-9 handler to compete on a national level; and

WHEREAS,
Officer Edwards’ military awards include: Army Service Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Army Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters, and the Army Commendation Medal; and
WHEREAS,
upon his return to Jacksonville in March 1988, Officer Edwards was hired by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office upon graduation from the  police academy where he was selected as Class Leader, and was sworn in by Sheriff James MacMillan in January 1989; and

WHEREAS,  Officer Edwards’ assignments and achievements as an Officer were numerous: a field training officer in Zone 4 (Riverside), Criminal Drug Interdiction Squad, Zone 5 Patrol (Northwest Quadrant), Burglary Detective, Forgery Detective, Zone 6 Patrol (Northside), Community Oriented Police Officer Zone 3 Patrol (Mandarin), Auto Theft, Walking Beat Officer for 5 Points (Park and King and Avondale areas); and
WHEREAS,
in the course of his distinguished career with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, Officer Thomas C. Edwards escorted and met two U.S. Presidents and one Vice President; saved the life of a citizen having a cardiac arrest in the 5-Points area by using CPR for an extended period of time, and though exhausted, kept applying CPR until Jacksonville Fire & Rescue arrived to transport the victim to the hospital;  throughout his distinguished service with JSO, Officer Edwards commanded the respect, confidence and affection of citizens throughout the City, and we are grateful for that service and honor and commend him; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council, on behalf of the City of Jacksonville, does hereby honor and commend Officer Thomas C. Edwards for his 27 years of exemplary service with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and wishes him continued success and Godspeed in the years ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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